
MAD SKILLS
"Being objective, creative, and driven
are necessary traits that have helped
me control my own opportunities.  I
can't forget the importance of respect
and being humble."

WHERE ARE THE FAVORITE
PLACES THAT YOU'VE

WORKED? 
"The Los Angeles chapter of my life was an amazing
part of my journey.  I was the lead guitar player on
the FOX TV show "Glee" and also worked on
several other shows such as "Modern Family" and
"How I Met Your Mother".  I got to share the stage
with incredible talents like Mary J. Blige, Ed
Sheeran, and Lupe Fiasco.  However, my proudest
and most favorite project is when I joined forces
with my brother & sister to form our 3-part harmony
acoustic pop/folk trio.  We have toured in over 150
cities nationwide and recently we were selected by
the U.S. Department of State to represent the U.S.
as cultural ambassadors.  We have traveled to
multiple countries sharing our love of music.  My
mantra has always been take chances, think big,
and hustle hard."

SINGER/SONGWRITER
DERIK NELSON
Derik is a self-described athletically challenged, music
and theater nerd who was drawn to performing arts
at a young age.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree
in Music Industry which provided him with a network
and an educational foundation.  But, it has been his
self-discipline, dedication, and self-schooling that has
propelled him to this point in his career.  Derik wishes
that more people would have told him that it was okay
to change his dreams or alter his path.  He felt a bit of
pressure to live up to expectations and it took time for
him to focus on the things that brought him the most
joy.  In addition to being a singer and songwriter,
Derik is also a musician, music producer, and tours
with his band comprised of his siblings.   Derik notes
that "often our greatest successes happen at the
intersection of doing what we love, and doing what
we are good at."

HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED
IN MUSIC PERFORMANCE &

PRODUCTION?
I was drawn to being on stage as early as 8 years old and

was heavily involved in theater.  About midway through
high school I realized that while I loved being in front of an

audience portraying characters & telling their stories, I
realized I wanted to tell my stories.  I began teaching myself

guitar & writing my own songs and learned how to record,
produce and mix my own music. I felt a much stronger

connection with the audience with higher stakes & greater
fulfillment when I was singing my own songs.  

most challenging...
"BEING YOUR OWN BOSS AND HOLDING
YOURSELF ACCOUNTABLE!  I AM A VICTIM OF
BOTH MY OWN PERFECTIONISM & MY OWN
PROCRASTINATION."

best part...
"BEING ABLE TO USE MY PASSIONS, SKILLS,
AND TALENTS IN CREATIVE WAYS THAT
PRODUCE THINGS THAT MAKE OTHER
PEOPLE FEEL - JOY, INSPIRATION, RELIEF -
IT'S THE BEST THING ABOUT MY CAREER."
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